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Individual rights v. Public health

- The COVID-19 pandemic has
brought to the forefront many legal
and ethical issues

- Abrogation of individual rights and
freedoms for the greater public
good/ health

The threat is the virus,
not the people

- Was it justified? Was it least e
intrusive? Or was it authoritarian
governments/ attitudes of persons in
power to impose long restrictions
and excesses on people?

Human rights at the heart of the response #covip1o
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- Can breach of confidentiality, =

inequity / discrimination, and lack of
informed consent be justified in the

name of the greater good or public
health?




Some of the Legal Issues !Ea! Eave ‘

come to the forefront with COVID-19
vaccines

Serious/
Adverse Events -
Compensation

Informed

Confidentiality
consent

Transparency
Voluntary v. -Information,

Mandatory — D icdce,
loss & no access D
ata




COVID-19
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This area has been declared as Containment area’
s a resident s found POSINVE in Corona Virus rest
The Entry To This Area Is Restricted And Violation
0f Rules Is Punishable
Maintain social distancing. Stay sale.

-By Orders

Testing for COVID — no pre-test counselling
(could have learnt from HIV)

Information of positive result — goes first to the

authorities - not to the person awaiting the test
result

Big poster outside the house - with names
displayed at the entrance. Was it required?

Isolation, quarantine — also done for people
living in crowded places.

Contact tracing — in some places only — not
whole heartedly. Was this the only way?

Police used excesses — beat people — while
implementing a public health law!!

Breach of confidentiality, and forceful
quarantine — without counselling —
people fearful of getting tested, even if
unwell!!!



percentage of population vaccinated. Services can be availed by only those who are fully
vaccinated!! (though they can also be at risk and be carriers)

Vaccine available for few days, and out of stock for many days! Why are there
shortages? Only few producers!!!

Vaccine certificates, vaccine passports, etc. — is it just, and is it fair? Who gets access —
who is left out? Who is prioritised? Were daily wage earners prioritised, who cannot
work from home?

What about those who have recovered from COVID and have antibodies?

What about those who are allergic to vaccines, or cannot take it due to religious or
medical reasons or any reason whatsoever?



Voluntary v. Mandatory vaccination

If not vaccinated — cannot access services — cannot go From offices to restaurants, companies are requiring proof of
for work, cannot go back to college — it becomes vaccination

Mandatory. Now social stigma — if not vaccinated do not 3 o i i o

visit friends and family!!! Rkl et e

Breach of confidentiality — unable to get vaccines, or
unable to take it for any reason — need to provide
reasons — other conditions also exposed.

If not kept confidential, drive things underground, lead
to false certificate rackets

Voluntary — may work better - provide information, MOH to ta.ke stern act.iqn against those who
knowledge, and data is shared with the people honestly —  forge vaccination certificate
does away with rumours and myths 00000000 1

NATION

Helps people take decisions for themselves to protect Tuesday 10Aug 2021
themselves and others from the disease .

Information — knowledge - empowering

If it is made mandatory — then will it be fair and just?
Can be done while protecting confidentiality and taking
informed consent.




Consent — implied/ expressed — but also
needs to be informed — as intervention with
bodily integrity.

Risks- Benefits should be informed. All Serious/
adverse events — long term and short term not
known. Known S/AEs people can watch out for —
early medical intervention is possible

Alternative public health measures also need
to be informed, importance of wearing masks
inspite of vaccination, sanitization, social
distancing, etc. Vaccines a small part of public
health measures.

Informed Consent for vaccination

Generally, IC
not taken for
vaccination,
but is
required
legally

Time to stop being
patriarch or think the
risks will drive away
people from vaccines

Voluntary




Compensation - Serious/Adverse Events (S/AE)

 During clinical trial, compensation

is paid for any serious/ adverse How Pfizer tried to bully Argentina and Brazil in
event that a participant may face. exchange for vaccines
o After approval of VaCCineS, there is qae:cceén:adlas [:,:hs;ec Feb 24,201,111 PM(ST) 000

no provision for compensation.

- Emergency use approval, and now
some may get full approval — should
pay compensation for the rare
events that occur.

- Pharma cos. asking for indemnity —
they want the government to take
care of the risk of S/AEs

- However, there is no follow up post
vaccination to record S/AEs —
scanty data is being collected




Lack of Transparency

« Total lack of transparency in names &
ﬂ,ﬁgg&ﬂ%ﬁ%&%@ﬁgﬁg g%rggers Malaysia sets up compensation fund for COVID-

following immunizations) 19 vaccinations

By Joseph Sipalan 2 MIN READ |y

« No information on what data is collected
of persons facing S/AEs, how the data is
analysed, hOW it iS .COIlChlded that it iS ‘nOt KUALA LUMPUR (Reuters) - Malaysia on Monday announced it had established a
I'elated, to the vaccine? $2.4 million compensation fund to provide cash assistance for any COVID-19

vaccine recipients who suffer severe reactions due to inoculations.

« Clinical Trial data is not made public yet!
What basis was emergency use given?

- Post approval — Phase IV trials and post
licensure data — how many taking place in
the country?

- Response to RTIs (right to information) b
the govt. has been standard — confidential,
or relates to third party so cannot reveal,
though some things can be accessed on
their website.




Govt. & Pharma cos. need to act ethically

- No information on the contracts signed News

by the government with the private ; .
pharma cos. on vaccine trials, vaccine Vietnam discusses purchase deal as

procurement & prices, roll out. Public Pfizer says no to price negoﬁaﬁon
money used to conduct trials — but no o

information provided to the public

fv

By Viet Tuan May 18, 202

- Pharma cos. have been knowledge
hoarding, secret pricing, unreasonably
high profits, unfair bilateral deals,
extortionist demands for indemnity
against liability.

- No accountability. No transparency.

« Need evidence based public health
leadership — where there is
transparency, accountability, data is
shared, and policies are based on

sci entlﬁ C data, n Ot p Olltl cal WhlmS A hea[thcarg worikcr prepares a Pfizer coronavirus disease vaccmz#mn shot in Los
Angeles, California, U.S, January 7,2021. Photo by Reuters/Lucy Nicholson.
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Demand for:

» Public health measures — based on

evidence, from experiences of other  UNHCR Urges stronger supportfor refugeg

public health programs, respect rights

of people, take informed consent, L —y (.
protect confidentiality — breach only in Vaccmatlons I ASla
SRR This i summary of what was saic by UNHCR spokesperson Anafej Mahecic - to whom

. Equity in distribution of vaccines, (loted ext may be aftrbuted - o today's press briefng ot the Pt des Notons n Geneve

medicines. Do not leave out

non-citizens, those without identity Of e 2021 | Espaol | Fangas | g
documents, do not base it only on

digital platforms, remove gender

barriers in accessing health services With COVIDH9 aging in many part ofthe work, UNHCR, the UN Refugee Agency, is warming about shortages o vaccigs

Inthe Asia-Paciic region, icluding for refugegs and asylum-segkers
« Govt. should allow other

manufacturers to make the approved We urge immediate and sronger supportforthe COVAX naie,  wordide effortaimed a achieving equitabe access
vaccines by providing them licenses,

know-how. and must control costs and t0 COVID-19 vaccines, Thi is crical o save ives and curb the impact ofthe virus, particular n developing natons
prices of Va,_ccineS. (revoke patents/ These counties host the vest mejorty of more than 80 millon forcoly cislaced people i the word. Yet so fo, they heve
issue CLs) benefted from nlv a fraction of the world's COVID-19 vaceines.



Demand for:

Community outreach required —
provide correct, honest and complete
information.

Informed consent for vaccination,
explain adverse events, and pay
compensation, maintain
confidentiality, stop discrimination by
classifying people who are vaccinated
or not

Provide information on how to mitigate
the risks, and use all public health
measures to stop the spread of the virus

Balance individual rights and public
health measures — use least intrusive
measures

We need to come out of COVID-19
stronger by respecting human rights
and upholding social justice!!

How can | prevent COVID-19?

0
Stay at least one metre | Wear a face mask Avoid places that are Wash your hands
away from people, and | around others. crowded, confined or regularly or use an
even further when involve close contact alcohol-based hand
indoors. with others, especially | sanitiser.
indoors.
] 3
b
VACCINE

Get a COVID-19
vaccine when you're
offered it.

g

Keep rooms well
ventilated when you're
inside with other
people.

Cough or sneeze into
a tissue or your elbow.
Throw the tissue away
and wash your hands
after.

Stay at home and call
your health worker if
you're unwell.

Avert) www.avert.org/coronavirus

Source: WHO



Demand for:

o Ri%hts based approach works in
public health measures.

o bHuman rigl(llts aéld freedoréls need to
e respected and protecte "
COVID=19 ===

« Use local laws/ guidelines to bring
about transparency in use of public
funds, data sharing and
accessibility. In India — RTT Act,
Biotech PRIDE (Promotion of

Research & Innovation through PUBLIC
Data Exchange), & National data HEALTH
Sharing and Accessibility Policy,

2012

° Ipternational Covenants on human
rights, health, etc.

Thank You



